Asylum at Le Mans.
Within doors, the same aspect of quietude and occupation prevailed; the female patients being engaged in spinning, sewing, making clothes, washing, knittin", or in the kitchen and laundry. In short, the insane inmates performed much of the household work of the establishment. By these means, the expenses of the institution are not only diminished, the inmates much benefited in their bodily health and mental condition, but they also gain a little money; which adds to their comfort in the meantime, and gives them something besides when they leave the institution.
The labour department is so well organized, and so great is the desire often felt, especially by the male patients, to be sent into the fields and gardens to work, that ?Dr. Etoc-Demazv mentioned, it was even considered a punishment by many of the poor lunatics, when not allowed to join as usual their fellow-workmen. Judging from the empty appearance of the court-yards and dormitories, I had previously visited, this information was fully confirmed, seeing all these localities were nearly without occupants, whilst few patients seemed either idle or unemployed.
. Amongst the inmates, paralytic cases were numerous; but few were classed as idiots, or epileptic patients. As Of late years, great progress has been made in France, respecting the nature, pathology, and medical treatment of mental diseases ; whilst throughout Europe, few psychological physicians have done more in this important department of medical science, than several of the distinguished practitioners now attached to the lunatic establishments of the former country. To prove this assertion, it may be stated, that as all bodies are examined after death, in the public lunatic asylums of France, the opportunities for studying the pathology of mental diseases are consequently ample; of which the medical officers take every advantage, and also register the morbid appearances noticed on dissection.
In reference to another point, it ought, however, to be stated, although the physicians present regular reports of all proceedings in their respective asylums, to the higher official and administrative authorities, which contain very frequently much valuable information, with statistical details, and other data; these reports are, nevertheless, often lost to the profession, seeing they seldom appear in print, as in this country; but become buried, like many other public papers, in the archives of the Prefectures, the minister's bureau, or consigned to unmerited oblivion in some similar receptacle. 
